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By the time you read this, the days will have sihrto get shorter and, | hope
you are, like me, looking forward to a new seasdth Wselligaer Historical
Society. The Society was formed nearly five decaalps to foster the growing
interest in the history and heritage of that panarth east Glamorganshire under
the jurisdiction of Gelligaer Urban District Couhcin area almost coincidental
with that of the large upland medieval parish ofiliGaer. Local government
boundaries have changed since the early 1960 ®&lligaer Historical Society
still pursues the same aim.

During the coming year, the Society will continoestrive to raise its profile and
attract members and visitors interested in theohisind heritage of the area to its
monthly meetings (see the attractive programmewslsee in Gelligaer Times)
held at the prestigious venue of Llancaiach Fawirth& same time, and largely
via its website, the Society will further develdp links with exiles, both in UK
and elsewhere in the world, and help extend themitedge and understanding of
an area they or their ancestors, may have calleeelad some time.

Yet again, Gelligaer Historical Society, supporteg Caerphilly County
Borough Council (Llancaiach Fawr Manor and Windiiguse), is organising the
Autumn History Conference. Details are includedhiis issue of Gelligaer Times,
and, as places are limited, you are advised to lkaoly to ensure a place at what
promises to be another interesting, informative tedight-provoking day.

Gelligaer Historical Society is currently makingaps to mark its Golden
Jubilee season 2011-2012 and if any Gelligaer Timeegler can suggest
appropriate activities and events, please get maod with the editor or the
Society's website. Arnnie Owenv

Society Officers 2010-11
The following were elected at the AGM held on JBGh

Chail Annie Owel
Vice Chai and Programme Secret David Mills
Membershif Jean Kembe
Treasure Judith Jone
Publicity Secretar Iris Owen:
Webmaste Greg Buicl
Book and Journal Sal Officer Anna Galleg

Mr Islwyn Hughes remains as President

Joint History Conference Autumn 2010.

Gelligaer Historical Society, Caerphilly County Bagh Council Museum &
Heritage Service, The Winding House and Llancalahr wish to give notice of
the fourth annual Autumn History Conference.

We apologise for the delay in communicating thisytu all, but changing
circumstances have affected the organisation ofctmderence, including Terry




McCarthy's planned relocation and the implicaticims our partners of the
prevailing financial situation — neither Llancaia€awr, nor the Winding House
are able to give the same level of support as & years. The latter accounts for
the increase in delegate ticket prices.

Date: Saturday 23 October 2010. Time: 09.30 for 10.00 till 16.30

Venue: Llancaiach Fawr. Cost: Tickets (pre-booked) £15 per
head, including a buffet lunch and tea/coffee dybreaks

Format of day: Five presentations on a balanced range of histot@pics
relating to south Wales history delivered by exparttheir field will be staged in
the Educational Annex. (see below)

In the Barn — provision (1 table each, 6 x 2’) f@0 local historical
organisations to put-on displays and/or sell jolgrrdc. Invitations for societies
/organisations to have a space in the Barn hava beet-out. Spaces will be
allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Delegates will be limited to a maximum of 90. Titkare likely to be on sale
from the beginning of September 2010, but a furt@nmunication (GHS web
site —www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.comwill be sent out when tickets will be
available. As in 2009, they will be available fanrphase on a first come, first
served basis from Gelligaer Historical Society.

We look forward to welcoming you all to a conferengve hope will provide
interest, stimulation and enjoyment for all who [soipt the event.

Conference Schedule
09.15 Arrival, registration of delegate@ea/coffee may be purchased from 08.45)
10.00 Welcome & Introduction to Day
10.05 Brian Davies (Curator Pontypridd Museum)
William Edwards — Bridge Builder
11.05 Mallt Andersorhttp://fforwmhanescymru.org.uk/gwenllian.htm
We are an inexplicable society: Seven CenturiegaRrincess Gwenllian
12.05 Buffet Lunch —in "the Barn"
13.05 Dr. Paul O'Leary (Aberystwyth University)
seehttp://www.aber.ac.uk/~hstwwwi/staff/ppo/index.htm
Irish in south Wales
14.05 Richard K. Morriss (Leeds University
seehttp://www.leeds.ac.uk/ims/about/staffdetails.himd#ris
Houses don’t Read

15.05 Tealcoffee - Barn
15.30 Gethin Matthews (Cardiff University
seehttp://www.cardiff.ac.uk/hisar/contactsandpeopleldemicstaff/K-
O/matthews-gethin-mr-overview new.html
‘Welsh Voices of the Great War’, Project
16.30 Conference Ends Terry McCawtihy

Update on the Bargoed-Gilfach Project
Our team of researchers continues to work on thgeBt and is regularly
uncovering more and more interesting informatioroudbthe development of
Bargoed and Gilfach, the largest urban area witha former Gelligaer Urban
District.
Did you know that in 19267
« Bargoed and District Amateur Operatic Society penfedPirates of
Penzanceat Hanbury Cinema.
* Fire caused £20,000 worth of damage at Bargoede@oll




« There were 72 applicants for post of Headmasteewats School, Pengam.
« First passenger-carrying vehicle travelled up amardAberbargoed Hill,
one of most awkward and steep roads in South Wales.
Do you remember that in 19617
« Alice Edwards Room opened in Bargoed Emporium.
» Paul Shreder of Heolddu Avenue, was invited to worthe Florence studio
of Annigoni.
* C.R.S. had a Show House in John Street, with $odilifired central heating.
If you feel you can contribute to the Project inyamay please contact uga(
01443 813122, registrar.owen@yvirgin.net or via the website
www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.ukWe hope, funding permitting, to be able to
publish the work during Autumn 2011 as part of (gakr Historical Society
Golden Jubilee activities. Aruwvie Owerv

Program of Talksfor 2010-2011
September 29th  Elizabeth Baker Roman Food
October 27th Gwyn Griffiths  Evan James and hisdittkGelligaer Parish
Gelligaer's connection with the author of the Welitional Anthem
November24th  Greg Buick The coming of Surnameselbigaer Parish
A look at the change from traditional names to sumes in Gelligaer
December 15th  Mark Lewis Roman Origins of our Gmias and Customs
Curator of the Roman Museum Caerleon - Christmas et invented by the Victorians!
January 26th  Society Dinner

February 23rd Jean Kember The gentry houses oigaetl parish
March 30th Geoff Morris The Welsh Longhouse

April 27th Dr Edith Evans  Historic Church buildingsLlandaff Diocese
May 25th Paul Busby Evan Morgan 2nd Viscount Tredeg

A booking has been made for a group visit to GlagaorArchives Wednesday 3
November at 10.30 am -- visit will last about 1%u®- tour of building, behind
the scenes, and a look at some documents. The grsitijs free but people will
have to make their own way to Glamorgan Archivésage let us know if you are
interested

M eetings Reports
At our meeting in May members
presented Nesta Jones who has been a
member of the society for many years with
a small gift on the occasion of her 90th
birthday.

December 2009

On the morning of the meeting David
Mills, our programmes secretary, received

a frantic call from Elizabeth Baker who
was due to talk to us about Roman Food.
Elizabeth had broken a tooth and needing
urgent dental work had to postpone her
visit; she was bitterly disappointed as she
had carried out a lot of preparatory work

and was looking forward to her visit.

Another frantic phone call from David to
. : Jean Kember got things back on track as
Jean readlly agreed to glve a talk. On the nightweee treated to two talks as




Jean had “persuaded” Greg Buick to join her. Sosually we had two shorter
talks but it worked very well.

Jean is rapidly acquiring an excellent reputationter ability to talk in depth
about gentry families in the Gelligaer area .Heowedge of their pedigrees is
immense. You could say she is almost a modern day like those employed by
the old gentry families who could recite pedigraethe drop of a hat, the link ta
their ancestors being important. Jean concludedskssion with some very
thought provoking views about the castle mounddtigaer. We look forward to
hearing more on this topic in future. Greg thavktthe stage and talked the court
cases that seemed “popular” in Gelligaer around1E68sentially the cases were
the result of “bad blood” between two families; #achards of Llancaiach Fawr
and the Edmund William Lewys family of Gilfach Faegl Fawr, not only the
families but their servants were involved in thadimg. The reasons for the feud
may well have been lost in the mists of time buégswas able to come up with
some explanations and needless to say the relhijpoh®tween a male of one
family and a female of the other seemed to be tiokedying cause.

It is fortunate we have members who can give tatksich short notice.

February 2010 Darren Pit explosion by Judith Jones

Judith, a long time member of the society told fithe Darren Pit explosion of
October 29th 1909. The topic was a departure frdratwe have come to expect
from Judith who must be one of the most knowledtepbrsons on the history of
Gelligaer Common. However it soon became clear Jodith had done a lot of
research on her “new” interest. She started byngia general background to the
causes and effects of underground explosions imthes and the regulations that
were brought in to try and improve the safety af thiorkers. But this did not
prevent a number of appalling accidents takingeplac

In 1909 the Rhymney Iron and Coal Company ownedOhbeen Pit, it also
owned the nearby Groesfaen pit, but there was dergnound link. The Gilfach
pit, some miles away and south of Bargoed, did wewkave a link to the Darren
pit. 44 men were working underground trying to clearock fall before the
morning shift arrived; there was an explosion dml dage was blown up the pit
shaft. The alarm was raised but at first no onegeised there was a problem
with gas. Sixteen workers escaped by walking ta@hfch pit. There were many
valiant attempts to rescue the other workers luptiesence of gas hindered these.
Eventually the pit was properly ventilated thustdimg the bodies to be removed.
There were twenty six bodies including five ressuer

It was reported that 20.000 people turned out ttchva funeral cortege that
travelled from Deri to Gelligaer. Afterwards the rGoer criticised the lack of
rescue equipment but it was found that the onlysiptes cause of the explosion
was the use of explosives to clear the blocked ngndend roadway.

The Darren pit closed in September 1919. This wparacularly poignant talk
and a good reminder of the dangerous working cimmditin the mines; it also
however brought out the terrific community spiritdaloyalty in the mining
industry.

April 2009 Defunct Industrial Equipment and AntegjTrinkets
On 28th April, 2010, we went to our monthly meetimigh high expectations of
an interesting talk by Ceri Thompson, a knowledégalnd entertaining speaker,
on some of the artefacts on display at Big Pit Munsevhere he is Curator.
As a preliminary, Ceri told us a little about hisckground in mining, his
subsequent studies and how he became Curator.xpt@red the establishment




of Big Pit before it became the Mining Museum amdtlghat due to financial
difficulties, it was a relief when it came undeetjurisdiction of the National
Museum of Wales and thus, the National Mining MusewHe spoke about
developments at Big Pit said how proud all emplgyeere when the museum
was awarded — against all odds — the GulbenkiaePri

He then introduced the alternative subject of &lis. tHe is responsible for “Glo”
(Coal) Magazine. He brought a few issues for usgxamine later and then
proceeded to read and quote from them. He toldbostahe experiences of the
foreign workers who came to the Coalfield after A@hd the difficulties some
faced. He quoted from articles written by men aminen who were involved or
had remembrances of the 1984 strike. He alsousldbout the men and women
who are the “other” mineworkers like nurses andtph@mphers. Being Ceri’s
style, some of the interest and entertainment cémov@ good humoured and
entertaining interaction with the audience!

It had not been what we expected but we were sajpgiointed at attending such
an interesting and entertaining evening.Audrey Griffiths

Timeteam at Llancaiach

.
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In July TimeTeam, the Chanel 4 Archaeology progcame to Llancaiach fawr.
It was a low key affair but some of our membersghtithe chance to visit the dig
with members of the Friends of Llancaiach. Whatttel find? I'm afraid we will
all have to wait till the programme comes out —pitdip sometime in the new
year. We will keep you informed.

There is more digging in September this time Céatdifiversity

Deadline for pieces for next issue 30th October




