The Bargoed- Gilfach Project

Gelligaer Historical Society was founded in autumn 1961, to continue the good work undertaken by the
working party, who in 1959 produced 'Gelligaer Story', a definitive history of the area encompassed by the old
Gelligaer Urban District Council. To celebrate 50 years of the Gelligaer Historical Society a distinctive project
was sought to form the basis for Golden Jubilee book. After much discussion, it was decided during autumn
2008 that our efforts should beefited at producing a definitive history of Bargoed and Gilfach.

The reasons behind our choice are several:

1. Bargoed and its sister community, Gilfach, have not been subject of a formal history, based on detailed
research.

2. The Society's committee felt that a detailed study of BarGdaéath would be a challenge we could
undertake.

3. Between 1961 and 2007 the Society held its meetings in Bargoed, initially at the settlement, but from
the mid 1970s, in the then newrBaed Library (now awaiting demolition as part of the Angel Way
Bargoed Regeneration Project). The growing uncertainty of this latter venue led us to relocate to
Llancaiach Fawr. There the Society has prospered, but we are still mindful of our roots, hence the
choice of this history for our Golden Jubilee publication.

Our aim is to produce for publication a book of about 200 pages, fully illustrated with nagss, g range of
images, case studies etc., which will serve as a definitive history of the Baf@itiagh urban area for many
years to come.

To achieve this goal a working group has been established under the able and experienced leadership of Mrs
Annie Owen. The working group will eardinate and undertake, with the help of others, the necessary

research on which the work will be based. The target for completion of the research anelpiging

Christmas 2010. Thereafter, the work will be orgathiand prepared for printing and publication, schedoled
autumn 2011.

In very simple terms the working party will be seeking and asking others to help seek answers, exemplars and a
range of illustrative materials (with copyrights established etc.) to the following queries (not exhaustive!):

When did BargoedGilfach originate?

Bargoed station, then described as Bargoed Junction during the Edwardian period. The station was known variously aB&aaged,
Aberbargoed, as well as that shown on the image. (Terry McCarthy Collection)



Rhymney Railway oped a station on its newly constructed route from s NNl
Walnut Tree Bridge (now Taffs Well) to Rhymney in 1858. o e g o o A AL

However, the first settlement in the area was known as Pontaberbargoed
appeared on the Tithe map of 1841:

Between then and the opening of the railway a few dwellings were built
alongside the railwayBristol Terrace, being known as Charlestown.

For forty years after that Bargoed grew very slowly around the station, but
once sinking and construction of ada colliery began in 1895 Bargoed o,
expanded rapidly, becoming perhaps the most vibrant town in the Rhymney‘- ALY
Valley by 1910. Gilfach, to the south, was established before Bargoed, as a..

village serving a number of small collieries and quarries, but by the beginnifg
of the twentieth century the boundaries between the two settlements were [ '
merging.

Where did Bargoed- Gilfach develop?

View south towards Bargoed from A469 in 1971@wn developed on western side of the railway on a pronounced bench (of glacial dfigimg).
McCarthy)

The Bargoed Gilfach settlement developed on the glacial bench, upslope from tegigtiag railvay line,
stretching from the Darren valley in the north to the Union Brook in the south at Pengam. It developed as a
classic Valley linear settlement along the road which developed in stages parallel with the railway.

Why did Bargoed - Gilfach develop?

Coal. Pits began to appear on the hillsides

where seams were exposed on the surface. As
knowledge of geology and thus the structure of
the coalfield increased so coal mines became larger
and exploited deeper seams.

Gilfach Colliery sunk in 1873 was the first shain
the area.

Remains of Gilfach Colliery c1955.Rickard, Terry McCarthy
Collection).



Sinking of the Bargoed colliery
complex began in 1897 which formed
the basis of Bargoed's prosperity for
the next 30 years as the Powell Duffryn
Coal Company supplemented the coal
mine with a gas works, power station,
coke ovens and chemical plant. By
1921 almost 2500 men were employed
at this site.

1910- world record for coal produced
in one shift- 4000 tons.

Bargoed Colliery two main shafts to rear, Brithdir Pit in foregroufi@rry McCarthy Collection)

What were the consequences of coal mining development?

Population growth - from 1851 to 1901 population grew slowly from 351 to 4,453, but it almost trebled
thence to 1922.

Housing - Initially there were a few scattered
buildings around the mill at Pontaberbargoed. By
1900 two centres of development could be
determined: Bristol TerraceHanbury Road
Greenfield Street forming Bargoed and in
Gilfach, Park Place Gwerthonor Place. Rapid
development, 19011922 saw the merger tifese
two growth nodes.
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Most houses were of the typical south Wales valleys
terraced type, but there were variations:

Terraced housing, Park Place, Gilfach c193@sry McCarthy Collection)

Lower Wood Streethouses for the betterff 1979(Terry McCarthy)

Services- the rapidly growing population needed services to provide for its needs. Encouraged by the
prosperity brought by the colliery a wide range of services developed:



Shops under construction in Hanbury Road ci9@8ry McCarthy Collection)

Bargoed became the main service centre for the area during the peried 2200with a range of retail
outlets being developed. Other services included:

Churches and chapels catered for the spiritual
needs of the population and the thirst after
righteousness was assuaged by the public hausels
appeared.

Prosperity, alcohol and a fairly young population
brought its own problems and provision for
enforcing law and order had to be made:

The first Calfaria ChapelPeacock's occupy this site now (Terry McCarthy Collection)

Police station and Court House in 1978tter is one of Bargoed's four listed structures, can you name the othe(Tereg®cCarthy)

Education the area hosted one school, Lewis School Pengam from 1853. This was rebuilt to cope with an

increased iftake in 1905. Other schools were developed in the Edwardian period to cater for the increased
number of schoehge children living in the area including those in Gilfach:



